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The need to train a dog, for whatever 
purpose it may be kept, to conform to a 
certain code of behaviour both indoors 
and out, is becoming more and more 
widely recognised by dog lovers every- 
where. Here is a book written in 
non-technical language especially for the 
ordinary dog owner which will enabic 
anyone successfully to train a dog of any 
breed. In it will be found simple straight- 
forward instructions indicating how to 
teach a dog all that is necessary to ensure 
its being a delightful and reliable com- 
panion - a social asset instead of a nuis- 
ance or an embarrassment. 
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CHAPTER ONE 
BASIC PRINCIPLES OF TRAINING 


n THE modern world owning a dog may be a blessing or a 
curse. Whether it is the one or the other depends very 
Jy on whether or not the dog has been trained to become 

rt of the social structure of the community in which he lives. 
The necessity of training a dog to conform to a certain code 
of behaviour in whatever circumstances he may live is becom- 
fag more and more widely recognised by dog lovers both in 
town and country areas. Today one hears a good deal about 
training d for special duties, with the police, for guidance 
of the blind, for guards with the Royal Air Force and Army 
and other purposes, and of the training classes which are held 
up and down the country to help with advanced training. 
Opinions may vary as to the desirability of submitting a dog 
valued solely as a pet or companion to training of this kind, but 
e who owns a dog must wish him to be clean in the 


everyon 
house, obedient in the sense that he will come when called, 
walk freely and comfortably on a lead and be under proper 
control when given his freedom in a park or the open country, 
and generally be a safe, reliable and thoroughly satisfactory 
companion to his owner or members of the family whose home 
he shares. The owner of a dog accepts responsibility for his 
good behaviour with humans, both adults and children, with 
farm stock of all kinds and with street traffic. A dog which is 
badly behaved, because untrained, may wreak havoc in the 
streets, in the fields or even in the home, and cause his owner 


to be heavily mulcted for damages. 

Another important point is that a trained dog is very much 
happier than one which is left untrained. Without some sort 
of training there can be no real understanding between a dog 
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‘ c aim of this handbook is to indicate hoy 
= iat ail the role of household or family companig, 
on) be taught the things which every owner wishes it to knoy 
and which will ensure its behaving in such a manner az 1, 
make it a social asset instead of an embarrassment. The mor, 

types of training are not dealt with, as 


r specialised 
advanced or sp ond the powers of the ordinary owne, 


re likely to be bey : , ; 
Pie caret A reader who, having trained his dog jp 


the simple exercises dealt with in the following pages, desires 
to go on to more advanced work, is advised to join a local 
Obedience Training Class and put himself and his dog in the 
hands of the specialist instructor. 
Before proceeding to explain the methods of teaching the 
various exercises, it is necessary to say something regarding the 
mind of the dog, its limitations and how it works. Perhaps the 
most important principle to grasp at the outset of training is 
that a dog 1s not gifted with human intelligence, and has no 
sense of morals as we understand the word. A dog is unable to 
reason. He can learn only by the association of ideas. A 
devoted owner will often claim that his dog understands every 
word that 1s said to him. That is never true. In fact, a dog is 
quite unable to understand any words at all. If he appears to 
do so 1t is because he has come to associate a particular sound 
with a certain movement or course of action. In the same way 
he will learn to associate a particular experience, whether 
pleasant or unpleasant, with a certain sound or visual expres- 
sion, such as a hand signal. Thus, your dog may be taught to 
take up a sitting position on the command sit, but it would 
be equally easy to train him to assume the same posture by 
using the word Stand or Run, or by uttering any other sound, 
vocal or non-vocal, It is, therefore, most important to make 
use of the minimum number of words and to be sure alwa 
to use the same word for the same command. Be careful se 
— all paren are given clearly and incisively, aii, 
ever under or over estimate your dog’s intelligence, 
nature a dog is neither stupid nor wilfully Sevhedicas ~~ : 
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with the assumption that your dog wants to please you, and 

yi forget that successful training must be based on mutual 

vadence and affection. A dog’s memory is retentive and his 
co iligence limited. He cannot be expected to adapt his 
saviour to the changing moods of his owner. Strive, there- 
pe to be consistent in your training and be ever on the alert 
foes ain from teaching your dog to act in a way which may 
to be annoyance at some future time. For example, it may 
caus arte teach a puppy to tug and bite at some object held 
seem ur hand and if, in the excitement of the game, he starts 
in ‘ne and snap, to consider his behaviour amusing. But as he 
to ~ this sort of game may lead to his becoming rough and 
ores tive, if not actually vicious, and it may take much time 
on! trouilite. t0 break him of a habit which you originally 


couraged. P : ; 
se Id or punish a dog for doing something, or for 


Never sco : 
failing to carry out a command, unless you are quite sure he 
knows just what is required of him and that he understands for 


what he is being punished. Don’t be too ready to assume that 
he knows what you want him to do. If he fails to bchave in the 
way you intend, it may be either that he has not understood 

ficance of your command or has not yet formed a 


the signi ur 
association between your order and the action 


sufficiently clear 
it is intended to induce. Don’t shout at your dog and never 


lose your temper, however exasperating he may seem to be. I n 
all forms of training kindness and paticnce are essential if 
success is to be achieved. Dogs differ as regards the ease with 
which they can be taught to respond to the commands of their 
trainers. Some breeds are much quicker at learning certain 
exercises than others, as are some individuals, but the earlier 
in life training is commenced the better. But, though a 
youngster will learn more readily than an older adult, almost 
any dog may be taught all the exercises described in the follow- 
ing chapters by a trainer who is understanding and patient. 


No dog is ever too old to learn. 
A dog trained by kindness, cou 
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pled when necessary with 
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will not only be more reliable in obeying commana. 

a pane which has been bullied into submission, but will a 
show by his general demeanour that he thoroughly enjoy, 
doing the things he has been taught to do. If you teach your 
dog to obey commands uttered quietly you will, in an 
emergency, be able, by raising your voice, to attract his atten. 
tion when he shows signs of succumbing to a sudden tempta- 
tion to ignore his previous training; whereas if all commands 
loud, shouting tone he will become so accus- 


are given in a 
tomed to that tone that you may be powerless to arrest his 


attention when he wants to be off. The tone of voice used is of 


great importance in any kind of training. As already men- 
tioned, a dog does not understand the meaning of actual 
words. He acts in accordance with the association a particular 
sound conjures up in his mind, and the tone of voice in which 
that sound is uttered will convey much more to him than the 
word itself. 

One of the basic principles of training is to get a dog to 
associate the carrying out of commands with pleasure, and 
failure to act in the way indicated by his owner with dis- 
comfort. That is another way of saying that we reward him for 
doing something of which we approve and correct or punish 
him for doing something of which we do not approve. All 
training depends on applying suitable reward or correction at 
the right time and to varying them, to some extent, according 
to the understanding and temperament of the individual 
animal under training. This last point needs careful attention. 
What may be mild correct‘on in the case of a robust, self- 
willed and boisterous dog, might be much too severe a punish- 
ment for a shy, timid or very sensitive pupil. The object of 
rewarding a dog after he has done what he has been told to do 
is to give him pleasure, and thereby to build up in his mind the 
association of the act with a pleasant experience. What form 
the reward takes is immaterial. 

In the early stages of training the use of morsels of food or 
tit-bits may be convenient, but this must not be overdone later 
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which does as he is told because he 
on. AP e of biscuit, cake or meat, is not a eae to 
oon as a feeling of attachment or affection Sart 
fp at beeen cumet and doe cay a or wor 
jse W) it-bit and wi 
. chest reward for compliance with a command. einen 
make use of the same words or phrase when praising your dog, 
that he comes to associate those words and the tone in which 
~ utter them with being praised, and thus rewarded, for 
having pleased you. If when fussing or making much of your 
dog you use the term ‘Good Boy’ or ‘Clever Chap’, reserve 
those expressions for that particular purpose and don’t make 
use of them at times when they can have no real meaning. 
If you do they will cease to have any significance when used 
to reward good behaviour. 

Don’t make training lessons unduly long, especially when 
dealing with a puppy ora dog which is in the early stages of being 
trained. As soon as signs of flagging attention, boredom or 
resentment are noticed suspend the session. A dog which 
seems to be stupid or stubborn may be merely tired or hungry, 
and if he obeys commands at all will do so unwillingly or with 
an air of dejection. Never miss an opportunity of rewarding 
your dog, even when he makes an effort to do as you command 
without much success. Throughout training be lavish with 
praise and very sparing of punishment. Never strike or smack 
a puppy and never use a stick or other weapon on any dog. 
If you do, you will probably forfeit his confidence and respect. 
A sensitive animal may be cowed and spoiled in temperament, 
pat a bolder or more assertive one will probably retaliate or 

me resentful, unreliable or vicious. 

Finally, try by every means in your power to make your 
dog regard training sessions as a game, but be sure that it is a 
game of which you never lose control and which can be 
stopped at any time at your discretion. Almost any dog will 
perform some exercises more readily than others and, by 
keeping close watch on your dog’s reactions and behaviour 
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during lessons, you will be able to see which details of 
he finds most irksome. Do not try to overcome his UNwilli). 
ness to perform the actions he dislikes by unsympat] ing. 
coercion or force. Rather reduce the time spent on the ee 
during a session and encourage him by speaking to him Cise 
friendly or jocular tone; and be sure to reward him eniar, 
whenever he acts, or tries to act, in the way desired. If patie : 
and encouragement are practised by the trainer in such i 
success will eventually be achieved. ‘ 


trainin. 
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CHAPTER TWO 
YOUR NEW PUPPY 


‘re a puppy when it is about cight weeks 
ost leaner cha pe which has to be faced is how 
of age aie down comfortably, and behave reasonably 

to get it to se ew surroundings. Even at this early age the 
ie intelligent enough to absorb the rudiments 
gster 1S Ee ch will help it to grow up 23 ie obedient 
: ion every dog owner wishes to possess. 
and Se eee actielty bein before it leaves in dam. 
ne Chie ¢ of about three weeks it will register impressions 
From ber ist the outside world, and while still very young its 
ae towards the conditions in which it is to live later is 
aed: so that its treatment as a baby may have a permanent 
effect on its basic temperament, ; 
Intelligence develops very quickly in a puppy. By the time 
it is three months old it is capable of learning almost every- 
thing that can be taught to a dog of any age, though, of course, 
its undeveloped body will be much too immature to permit it 
to respond physically to certain types of training. But while this 
indicates the importance of beginning training as early as 
possible, one must realise that an eight weeks’ old dog is still a 
baby, with little or no understanding of the need to adapt its 
behaviour to unfamiliar conditions, and with no experience 
of life away from the protection of its dam and the companion- 
ship of its litter brothers and sisters. When first introduced to 
its new home it will probably be upset by the noise and bustle 
‘xperienced during its journey from its previous home and be 
hy and bemused by unaccustomed sights and sounds. Even 
ey ee scent and voice of its new owner may add to its 
“Nderment. A well reared puppy is, however, naturally 
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sociable and if given time to get used to i 
will soon delight in being petted, tne! pee CnViron, 
anyone who greets it with friendly words a = adm 
ries sen is to give it confidence ; to ea Sestur 
ew world in which it finds itself hold It understa,,; 
that its safety and independence is not event S$ NO Menace. 
If at first it seems very timid and hides fund 
on no account try to drag it from its hidin he 
were it by too much attention. Either te ke 
i nie cn se or approach it quietly and p 
graba tiny meee aotah she Neca soothing. Never , 
lifting it place ae abe up by the scruff of the neck we 
fnciiiede. Ui dit he 
ea ae tend to quieten it, especial 7 “i 
Tbe i rae eemting tone, and will hold it safe a 
When deali > get free, oti VER 
wende te cain eee ToUns Puppy every eff 
to you mes + confidence. Try to get it a oe eet 
pleasure and security. If at first Fea 
"y Go 


not make the mistak i 
¢ of moving towards it. This will probably 


only add to its 

try to coax it place Youn away and hide, Inste 
tit-bit or holding out you. You may do this by offerin, i 
smell and lick it Do not be ine mens rang the esctae 
PUPPY come to you by ite mee cay: The ideal Gio de the 


re’ : i. iti 
reward it by praising and ri volition, and when it comes 


Ired he 
es, The 


e€ furnitur. 
ace by force a 
until it emerce: 
ick it up gently. 
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of coming in anticipation of another scolding. 
very ao some kind should have been provided before the 
* It may be in a box, basket or bench, of a 


. f the pupPY: : : 
eae shape to suit the animal it 


erenc 
personal Pre and res 


pu 
t-free spot, out oO : 
draugh . lly comfortable, so that the dog will 


Jearn to go to it voluntarily and to stay in it when tired or 
wanting to rest after play. But, however comfortable this 
resting place may be made it will take a little time for the 
puppy to get accustomed to it and to stay in it when told 
pee en a time of trouble. 
placed in 


petted and left in the hope that after the 


night. That hope may be fulfilled — perhaps in one case ina 
hundred! It is much more likely that as soon as left the puppy 
will start crying or yelping, 
the receptacle in which its bed is placed and, 

are firmly ignored, will howl yet more loudly, eventually 
becoming hysterical. What is to be done in such circumstances? 
Perhaps the owner realises after a time th 


persuade the pupp 
comfort of human companionship it will remain quiet and may 
appear to compose itself for sleep, i 

left it will wail and howl as persistently and loudly as ever. 
Should this happen, on no account succumb to the temptation 
of scolding the little culprit. It is most unlikely that it will be 
effective in keeping the puppy quiet. The howls and lamenta- 
tions will probably be just as loud as before when you go away 


again, and by your harsh treatment at this time you risk 


destroying the youngster’s confidence and affection which it 


is so desirable to cultivate. The easy solution 1s to give in and 
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yOUR NEW PUPPY 


is of the greatest use. It will ensure that the baby 
den on when it is unnoticed and enable it to be 


pot afely when it is left, or after it wakes from a nap 


d relaxation as 
rest an * H ‘ 
ee ily trained to go to it when commanded to ‘Go to 
ur box’ or to ‘Lie down’. 
A puppy obtained from a kennel may never have been taken 
into a house and have had no contact with humans other than 
those who fed st. When brought into a private home it may, 
therefore, be shy and suspicious of everyone at first, and even 
when it has come to recognise its owner as a friend and pro- 
tector may still show fear or uneasiness in the presence of 
yjsitors. The more such a puppy is handled and taken into the 
company of strangers the quicker it will acquire confidence and 
lose its timidity. As soon as a puppy has been inoculated, at 
the age of nine or ten weeks, let it be seen and fussed by your 
friends and visitors and give it a chance of seeing other dogs 
which are known to be of a friendly disposition. A dog which 
is shy or nervous with strangers is never a satisfactory pet. As 
it grows, give it opportunities to widen its mental horizon by 
taking it to a town on a shopping expedition to get it used to 
the hustle and bustle of traffic. Let it wear a soft collar but 
keep it off the ground, and be very careful that it is never 
roughly handled or frightened. Almost any PUPPY will grow 
into a fearless adult if it has learnt in puppyhood to regard 
humans and other dogs as friends. 
Before going on to training prop¢r it may be well to stress 
the importance of never allowing a puPPY to get used to doing 
something of which you may later disapprove. For example, 


if you let a puppy beg for scraps at table you cannot reasonably 
blame it if it still solicits tit-bits at meal times when full grown. 
aking itself comfort- 


Similarly, if a puppy forms the habit of m 
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able o 
c ‘ars eg lk wre i will later be resentful and 4, 
has a coat which aii ris because it has grown on dignan 
quite amusing for a a Ry On SH upholstery, Tf 90 big, o, 
standing on its hind acted is faw n on its owner a ae Seem 
but a dog which b ea and resting its paws on th nd friend, 
Tati thar Tees chaves in this way as an a Phat clothing: 
standin inst 3 ps hes . clothes, or terrifi and wi deg 
§ Against it in affectionate welcome, ae vs child }, 
aus 


and ann 

faulting oe ale ng sa your guard, therefore : anger 
i si » ARains 
likely to develop into a bad batt to do anything ge 
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CHAPTER THREE 
HOUSE TRAINING 


or MANY the acquisition of a young puppy is attended by 
the fear that the business of getting it to be clean in the 
inevitably be difficult, tedious and long drawn out. 
no reason for alarm, for with constant 


watchfulness, patience and perseverence, training in house 
manners should not take long and there is certainly nothing 
difficult about it. Some dogs are much easier than others to 
train in this respect. A good deal depends on the breed, as well 
as on the individual, and on the conditions in which the 
puppy’s early infancy has been passed prior to its being taken 
to its new home. 

If it has been reared since birth in a small kennel, kept shut 
up for long periods and given neither opportunity nor 
encouragement to urinate or defaecate anywhere except in its 
living or sleeping quarters, it will naturally have formed the 
habit of relieving itself there and have no idea of being clean. 
Normally even very young puppies have a natural instinct to 
go as far as possible from their bed to empty their bowels or 
to pass water, and if reared in roomy conditions which are 
kept properly clean will be very little trouble to teach to go 
outside, or to whatever place is set aside for their use, rather 
than mess on the floor or carpet of the room in whic ive 
For this reason a puppy obtained from a private home is 
usually easier to train to the house than one 1 
Similarly, an older dog which has grow! up in a kennel is 
likely to take much longer to house train than a young PuPPY> 
so that the earlier a youngster is taken in hand after it leaves 
its dam the quicker results will be achieved. 

It should be realised from the outset that a puppy has a 


2r 


acto bel A7. emai ROMs 4 08T ¢ Bebiin «> 


TRAINING YOUR Dog 


em, 
think the puppy 


die until the in the open, a: 
Cn Bit shiverin 


HOUSE TRAINING 


out with 2 certain mode of behaviour which is 
pein’ i followed by the reward of being praised and fussed 
jpevilar” this way he will quickly conform to a routine 
} firmly established cach time it is repeated. 
to be expected. For a few days it 


i ults are not 

it be necessary t0 be ever on the alert for signs that an 
‘dent is about to occur indoors. Immediately the puppy 

ae und and round or squatting, admonish 


a poticed turning TO 
a with a sharp NO and take him outdoors at once. 


The sound NO is the first command the dog will learn, and 
it jg most important for all future training that the sound 
ghould be firmly associated in his mind from ceasing to do, 
or refraining from doing, something of which you disapprove. 
The word should never be used needlessly and when it is 
uttered it must always be in a commanding, but not menacing, 
tone. Once a puppy has learnt the significance of this sound 
he has made a big step forwards in preliminary training. 
Throughout life a dog should automatically obey the injunc- 
tion implicit in the reproof NO. 

Despite the utmost vigilance, accidents are alinost sure to 
g the first week or so. In such an 
event do not smack the puppy or threaten it in any way. If you 
do he will associate being punished with performing a per- 
and may be cowed or 
rent reason, The next 


pepper. The reason for this is that it 
return to a spot smelling of urine or faeces when it wants to 
relieve himself again, and to leave a smelly spot on the carpet 
or floor is to tempt him to repeat the transgression in the same 
place. If a puppy is kept in a flat or building without access 
to a garden, a tray or heap of sawdust, wood shavings, 
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éarth or torn-up paper may be made to serve 


The rotitine to be followed is much the same Place ‘ PUurpy, 
. et 1 ae 


én the tra i i 
er y = ee intervals instead of taking hj aus 
ete ie ee preventing him from wander; eet 
Jeng . “4 pee Keep the tray in the fins Me 
A difhieul a. : Puppy may get to know wher cn 
Pcs ty often experienced is that even if a cles 
co hy: ctastless vigilance during the da i 
aie Pleo during the night, Hart 
a hal ny se apni to last from bedtime ¢ can 
ie si ve Bt 
puppy ki sleep in a sbepesicies! alae ie oe a 
niga et, as recommended in the last ch 
wali confined to the bed and obviate ¢] : 
— ering eae messes when left a 
gies : + 48 previously described, ig 
ae a ere a garden is available in tl 
well as by dug te will ale — Bete 
weather of in times of ote ae pe 


ace a 
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jng him. With patience he will soon learn to go to the 
paghten d ask for it to be opened, or make a bee-line for his 
goor an” own accord. Be ever watchful, for it is vitally 
ay nt that the association being formed in the youngster’s 
imp ould not be broken. If his pleas go unnoticed and the 
in : he may be forced to transgress, and this 


remains shut, i 
d have the effect of undoing muck. of what has already been 


may : <a 
jished in house training. 

Ae impossible to estimate how long it will take to teach a 
oung dog to be clean in the house. So much depends on the 
animal concerned and on the training ability of the owner. 
ree months’ old puppy may be taught house 


Usually 4 th 
manners in a fortnight. Some respond much more quickly. The 
key to success is to carry out training systematically, exercising 
patience, vigilance and common sense at all times. 

The advantages of providing a playpen has already been 
enclosure is also a great asset when train- 
house cleanliness. If, when a puppy has to 
either during the day or at night, 


sheets of paper are spread on the floor of the pen, the puppy 
will use them rather than soil his bed. This will serve the 


double purpose of pre 
him accustomed to relieving himself 
the outside or a tray is denied him. 

learnt to use paper in this way befo i 
It is common practice for breeders 


floor of an indoor kennel beyond th 
nest itself and, as soon as they are strong enough to stand, 


quite small whelps will creep out of their sleeping compart- 


ment to urinate or defaecate on the paper. 
to be clean indoors an older puppy 


If after having learnt 
should fouls as firm correction must be given. But before 
scolding him harshly be quite sure that the culprit understands 
why he is being punished and that the offence for which you 
are correcting him was deliberate and not the result of you. 
own carelessness in not noticing the puppy's request to be let out. 
25 
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TRAINING YOUR DOG 


ies like to bite and tear any article wh 
rn as chew upholstered furniture, m 
shoes unless firmly checked. The desire to bite 
thing which comes their way arises partly from 
partly from the need to exercise the jaws and h 
grow. The best way to prevent household POSS€ssions fi, 
being damaged is to provide toys of some kind which a Pupp: 
can bite, chew and worry to his heart’s content and learn . 
regard as his own property. Anything of suitable size that j, 
chewable will be accepted readily and come to be greatly 
prized. A piece of stout rag or sacking knotted into a compac; 
shape, a stuffed leather glove or old slipper are all Suitable. 
But perhaps the most convenient and safest toys to supply ar. 
a raw knuckle bone of a size suitable for the Puppy to which 
it is given, a solid rubber ball, rubber bone or rubber ring, 
Precautions must be taken to see that the ball, bone or ring js 
made of hard, solid rubber and not likely to be affected by 
being chewed by the puppy’s sharp teeth. Some toys of this 
kind sold for dogs, though they appear to be solid, consist of a 
layer of hard rubber covering an inner core of rubber sponge. 
The solid skin is liable to be torn and fragments of the softer 
interior pulled off. If these pieces are swallowed they may 
seriously injure the puppy. It is necessary, therefore, to make 
sure that the article is really hard and solid before letting a 
puppy have it to gnaw. A raw knuckle bone is the best of all 
toys. After it has been played with, take it up, rinse well in 


cold water, then put it in an oven until it is thoroughly hard 
and crisp again. Treated in thi 
time and each time it is gi 


ich ap 
ats, ca 
or nibble By 
Playfulnes, ki 
elp the teeth ¢, 


Peals ¢, 


play with its toys, to take them to 
its box and even to sleep with them, The more he plays with 
them the more he will value them, 


and they will do much to 

comfort him when he is left alone. If he starts chewing or biting 

a carpet or furnishings, correct him immediately, Gently dis- 

engage his teeth, say No firmly and sharply and ive him one 
26 
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vy in the act of mis- 
am rided, anaes pone ei hick him for something 
at ee pela If vou do this he will not under- 
for the scolding and his beadoconent 0: 
e his trust in you. When you actually cat 
ting or tearing something he should sas 
and if he desists praise him enthusiasti co 
st place temptation in his way unnecessaniy. 
eae \eft alonc he is pretty sure to - opens 
in the room in which he is confined # giver 
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gone closure with his toys. He will then 
ene abablv settle down quietly. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 


LEAD TRAINING AND OUTDOOR 
COMPANIONSHIP 


A puppy should not be taken for walks until at least £ 
months old. With many breeds it is better to wait anothien 
two months. Before this age the body is not strong enou 
and the bones too soft to stand the strain of road exercise : 
is a common but depressing sight to meet a two- or ines. 
months’ old puppy being dragged along a street at the end of a 
by a well-intentioned owner who fails to realise that to 
: = eae a puppy walking on a hard road is almost sure 
ae noes rg on its development, and may spoil 
laser or life. Let a young puppy have plenty of 
rathes'a GUL, imines vite ee ied eee 
, but | et over tired. Thi 

_ pee oe yore to ed ahaa Pe eh 
Needoi gin. Un the contrary, the earlier a dog 
the better, Ata general cule at aan oy apply on lead 
: : s y be said that the longer he 


restrained by a lead and to walk willingly under its control, 


loose enough to be scra 
tched off. Y, 
from eight weeks onwards, At (ah the 


just before romping or playing with the youn | 
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may be distracted. Leave the collar on for an hour 
stop any attempts to scratch or rub it off by a sharp, 
. Put the collar on at intervals for a few days, 
will probably be worn without signs of dis- 
tment. When that stage is reached a light 
Jead or cord may be attached and left lying on the ground, 
go that it is dragged about by the puppy. Be very careful that 
the lead is not heavy enough to interfere with the puppy’s 

ts and only leave it attached to the collar at times 
when you or someone else is present to see that it does not get 
entangled in an obstacle of any kind. The aim is to impart the 
jdea that the use of a collar and lead does not entail dis- 
comfort. It is, therefore, important to ensure that the puppy 
is never frightened or perturbed by being suddenly jerked or 
pulled up by the lead being caught on a bush, piece of 


furniture or the like. 
When the puppy accepts the collar and lead as a matter 
of course, which it should do in a matter of a few days, quietly 


pick up the end of the lead and let him pull against it as he 
plays. Then try to persuade him to follow you as you move 
away from him, calling him by name. If he refuses to follow 
or pulls away or bites the lead, talk to him in an encouraging 
voice and try to attract him by showing him a tit-bit. if he 
responds to the gentle control of the lead praise him, but if he 
persists in pulling stubbornly away or 1s obstinate, admonish- 
ment him with a sharp No. Be very patient but determined, 
and continue to practise this simple form of training until you 
succeed in getting the pupil to walk in the direction taken by 
you without being pulled. Most puppies learn very quickly but 
should you encounter difficulties do not persist with the lesson 
too long. It is much better to suspend a session after a nee 
paratively short time if a puppy seems to be obdurate, panicky 
or tired, than to go, on at the risk of his learning to associate 
being put on the lead with unpleasant compulsion. 

When some progress has been made, it will help if you can 
get a friend to assist you. Hold the puppy on 4 fairly loose 
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TRAINING YOUR DOG 


lead while your assistant calls him from a short distan 

at the same time trying to attract him by detdtee away. 
tempting tit-bit. The puppy will probably run frat Out a 
he does #0 follow him, still holding the lead but knw’ 
slightly taut, so that he feels a slight but steady cult mig it 
collar. Repeat this as often as is necessary; gradually j Midd 
the distance from which he is called. Then try — creasing 
follow you as you walk in the opposite direction, u = hii ° 
forwards if necessary by calling him and by gentle ti him 
from the lead, In this way he will soon get used to Sed tings 
and respond without opposition to your movements “| allin 
at an early age progress in most cases will be rapid s egun 
not uy to hurry this preliminary training unduly, Sen: ride 
—— dealing with a naturally rebellious or timid letimes, 
- sie he 5 slow in being achieved, but with nae 
egincs ; ep understanding almost any youngster ma ie 
Fa hee - a lead in ten days or a fortnight. es 

walks until h n said, a puppy should not be taken for ro; 
i he is at least four months old, but there arc Sets 
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y age is much more 


When the time co 
n mes for a pu 
4 road the excitement of be eel to be taken for a walk on 


him riotous, so that he forgets his e 


the walk becomes a sort of struggle be 
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familiar with the sight of the dog which gives the 
pression that he is taking his owner for a walk! This is a 
ure indication that proper lead training has not been given. 

e best way to deal with a dog which persists in pulling 
jnstead of going comfortably on a slightly slack lead, is to 
chorten the lead, draw him close and give the command 
pack. If this is not successful use a folded newspaper and hold 
it in front of the dog, tapping him lightly on the nose each 
time he lunges or tries to pull forwards, accompanying each 
tap with the command BACK. This method usually succeeds, 
ut a very lusty or determined youngster may be undeterred 
and either treat the setting up of a barrier and nose tapping 
as a game, or scize the folded paper and bite or tear it. Should 
this happen stronger measures must be adopted. Keep the 
dog on a short lead and each time he pulls forwards jerk the 
lead strongly to bring him back, admonishing him at the same 
time by uttering the command sharply and loudly. Follow this 
procedure consistently until the dog learns that pulling 
forwards against the lead is always productive of discomfort. 
Do not fail to praise him well immediately improvement is 


LE 
Ti coo 


shown. 
A nervous or timid puppy which has gone very satisfac- 


torily on the lead in a garden may be so upset when he finds 
himself on the road for the first time that he insists on sitting 
down and refusing to move. The remedy is to stop, stroke him, 
speak to him in a friendly tone and try to persuade him to 
follow you. Do not drag him along in a sitting position. That 
treatment will only add to his nervousness. If necessary, pick 
him up and carry him for a short distance, soothing and 
reassuring him by talking to him quietly. When he sceins to 
have regained confidence, put him down and try again. This 
kind of thing is not likely to happen if a puppy is taken about 
in his owner's arms while he is still too young to walk. He will 
then get used to the noise of traffic, strange scents and hurrying 
pedestrians, without fear or apprehension, gaining a sense of 
security by being held by friendly protective arms. When later 
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he is taken for a road walk on a lead he will be un 
unfamiliar noises and the presence of strangers. 
The urgent importance of training a puppy to answ 
name and to come immediately it is called, has been Stresseq 
in a previous chapter. If this willing and spontaneous response 
to being called is instilled in a young puppy there will be littl. 
tisk that when first released from the lead in an OPen space 
he will prove unmanageable and refuse to return when called. 
Failure to respond to a call when running free is rarely 
of wilful disobedience. It usually signifies lack of proper 
ing, or want of sympathy between dog and owner. If yo 
sgnores your summons when called from a distance, on no 
account lose your head and start running after him. That wij] 
only add to your difficulties, since the puppy will think this ;, 


affecteq by 


&F to its 


a Sign 
train 


tinue to go away from him but go on calling him and make 
encouraging gestures. It is safe to assume that your dog is just 
@s anxious not to lose you as you are not to lose him and, 


returning to you and being punished, 
If after such an ex 
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e lead and after a time call him. If he turns attract him 
to you by offering him a tit-bit or by making coaxing sounds. 

aise and fuss him immediately he responds. If he shows no 
‘nclination to come to your call, pull him towards you steadily 
iny shortening the lead, calling him all the time and doing 
everything you can to encourage him to come to you. When 
he does, reward him by fussing and showing him that you are 
pleased with him. Continue this training until he will come to 
at once and without fail when you call him. Practise this 
both when the dog is at home in the garden or on 
k, as well as in a park or field. Time devoted to 


erfecting an instant response to your call under all conditions 


of th 


after being in a vehicl 
quickly got over, but in some cases it may persist unless special 
measures are taken to cure it. As a precaution, do not give 
any food for at least an hour before starting a journcy. Half 
an hour or so before setting out dose the dog with glucose, 
using a heaped teaspoonful of the powder dissolved in two 
spoonfuls of watcr. If the puppy seems very prone to car 
sickness repeat the dose after about half an hour’s travelling. 
Some of the anti-sickness tablets specially manufactured for 
travel-sick dogs are convenient, reliable and safe. If a dog is 


to be a pleasant and trouble-free companion in a car some 
training is usually necessary. Some individuals give very little 
itable youngster 


trouble from the first, but a rampageous or excha)™ 
may be a nuisance or a danger through jumping about, 
barking at passing traffic or in other ways distracting the 
driver’s attention. A dog which behaves in that way should 
be relegated to the back seat and secured by two leads, each 
rather shorter than the car’s width, one being attached to 
cither side of the car. Barking must be checked and the habit 


of pushing the head out of the window firmly cor 

or dust may cause injury to the dog’s eyes and a 
the sight. A puppy should never be allowed to mat 
floor of a car. This is likely to cause sickness or fain 
petrol fumes or over-heated air. ia 
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CHAPTER FIVE 


TRAINING TO SIT AND LIE DOWN 
ON COMMAND 


rreR a puppy has learnt house manners and become used 
to going well on the lead, perhaps the most useful lesson 
it can be taught is to sit or lie down when told to do so, Either 
may be taught easily and quickly. The Sit is taught by 
placing the puppy standing, with the right hand on its throat 
to support the head. Now press the quarters downwards with 
the left hand, forcing the youngster into a sitting posture, at 
the same time saying SIT. If the puppy tries to get up press it 
down again and repeat the command sit. When he remains 
sitting quietly under compulsion for a few moments praise him 
- or give him a tit-bit as a reward, but be sure he received this 
reward while sitting. If you let him get up before giving him 
the tit-bit he may associate the reward with the act of rising 
and not with staying in the sitting position. 
The lesson should be repeated several times, with a short 
» break and a reward after each successful effort. Continue the 
procedure consistently each day, never making a training 
session too long but persevering until the puppy assumes the 
required posture without having to be pressed into position on 
the command str. With kindness, firmness and patience an 
ordinarily biddable puppy should learn to sit on command in 


three or four days. 
When he has reached that stage and is obeying promptly 
and reliably, the giving of tit-bits may be dispensed with. To 
show him clearly that you are pleased with him each time he 
fficient reward. When he 


responds to your command will be su 
has learnt to sit when told to in one place, continue the 
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exercise elsewhere, both in the house and in the 
will sit anywhere immediately he hears the con Open, unti] he 
A puppy which has been thoroughly iainen ao te, 
will be much easier to control at all times than o In this Way 
nk _ ed = more readily to other, bie has 
handled is ae a young puppy is much mor pest 
led w! g taught to Sit than is a full © Casily 
— the larger breeds. Y Brown dog. 
o train a puppy to lie down on 

— may be followed. First press feo 4 similar 
se ait res Pee Far the withers and the tite 
wn, € , 
— acs a clearly. If he tries . = down utter the wor 
Si tans igh a tat ae Le ca ae 
‘ onger : 
ee cere peesieinageng he tries to 7 a a bite 
relaxes and shows an ‘ rd 18 reapplied. When is 
praise and reward him. Be i ee gently 
in a way likely to excit ee however, not to praise hi 

is over. As mentioned ‘ h shh make him think the lesso 
éxicntial ig: imalke the dow dealing with training to Sit, it i 
act of lying down and 08 associate being rewarded with the 
of getting a d li not with getting up. Another method 
: 0g to lie down, and one which is easier ith 
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TRAIN IN 
he dog against all further training. Keep 


t of turning t 
ihe essons short. As soon as the slightest progress has been 
hat is when the dog relaxes and stops trying to get 


few seconds — praise him and let him get up for a 
break. Repeat the practice a number of times during the 
ession and be meticulous in carrying out the training every 
aay or oftener, until you have the pupil lying down on 
- ommand wherever he may be. When dealing with a particu- 
larly unruly puppy, oF an older dog, it is sometimes convenient 

» on the lead when teaching him to lie 
down on com pies may be taught without 
being placed under such restraint. Don’t be discouraged when 
teaching the Sit or Down if, after he has become responsive 


when pressed into position, y' 
obey your command when you try to get him 


touching him. 

You should realise that for him there are two quite separate 
phases to this training, and he can only learn one at a time. 
Your first task is to teach him to associate the sound Sit or 
Down with taking up a certain pose under pressure from your 
hands. The second is to make him understand that he must 
go into position on your word of command without being 
touched at all. If training is given correctly, a dog that has 
become thoroughly proficient in the first exercise will learn 
the second without much difficulty, but allowances must be 
made for him to adjust his mental association from the first to 
the second phase of this training. 

When making your first efforts to teach your dog to lie 
down without being touched, stand close to him, as you did 
when teaching him to sit or lie down under compulsion. Don’t 
try to get him to obcy your command from a distance until 
he has reached the stage when he will lie down when told 
without fail when you are standing by him. Having got so 


far, practise the exercise at odd times whenever your dog is 
with you, but never forget to reward him when he does as he 
is told by showing him that his compliance pleases you. As 


the 
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training proceeds keep him in the down position 
periods before letting him get up. T longe, 
A dog which lives in the house in close association \,; 
a or family will be a much more pleasant ¢ With hi, 
he rs learnt to sit or lie down on coniiana 
eran le, he seems to becoming over excited or starts fu o for 
a agai agi cies oa visitors, he may be quietened woe 
sien Pile eben “ sit. Any dog which has a 
tei betede rhs Jumping up boisterously to os 
anal Spas i made to behave more deccetent 
al were trained to respond to the word rd 
When he ‘ 

a taught to be clean in the house, to ¢ 
when called by name, to refrain from biting and eae 
household articles, to walk proper] tearing 
me down if told to do s0, a young te lead and to sit o: 
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¢ absorbed as much education as a Eien i 
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CHAPTER SIX 


O HEEL AND HALTING 


WALKING é i 
ON COMMAND 


HEN TRAINING @ puppy to walk on a lead without 
ulling, the command BACK may be used to curb any 
rwards and strain against the leash. Later 
it may be desired to teach him to walk at heel, that is keep 
close behind his owner, and to remain there until released by 
che word FREE. Start with the dog walking freely in his usual 
manner, held on a fairly short lead. While walking try to 
attract his attention by calling him by name and encourage 
him to come nearer by patting your thigh and saying HEEL 
When he comes pat him and praise him 
to remain at your side. Immediately he 
he command HEEL again and repeat 
If necessary, keep him in the 
ing the lead. Reward him generously 


continue to walk, but admonish every attemp 
of you by a stern repetition of the word HEEL, at the same 
time pointing to your foot to indicate where he should be. 

If this mode of treatment is ineffectual and the dog persists 
in pulling forward each time he is got into position, he must 
be made to understand that it is more comfortable for him to 
obey your command than to try to get his own way. As he 
lunges forward pull him up sharply by a jerk of the lead, 
simultaneously uttering HEEL and patting your thigh. Give 
him a pat or praise him when he is in the right position, but 
do not excite him while praising him and keep him at heel 
while you talk to him. Then walk on. Repeat this exercise 
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frequently and regularly until your dog will come 
without any inducement other than the word of 

It is very important to guard against making 
heel distasteful to the dog. Be sure to retain his confid, nce an, 
gaiety the whole time he is under instruction. Otherwise your 
pupil may consider walking at heel as some kind of Punish. 
ment, and always look miserable or dejected when cor 
to keep in that position. If, however, you stroke and talj 
encouragingly to him at intervals as he walks, he will realis, 
that there is nothing to make him apprehensive in } 
required to walk close to you. In this way obeying the co; 
mand HEEL will not be associated in his mind with discomfor; 
or irksome restraint. The aim is to have your dog walkin, 
close behind you quietly but looking gay and alert; no; 
slouching along with a hangdog expression, as though he ; 
fearful of being thrashed if he leaves you. Do not keep him a 
heel for too long at a time. Let each lesson be short, but d: 
not let up until your dog makes some show of understanding 
what you want and gives some indication of doing what i: 
required of him. 

The strength of the inducement necessary to make a do; 
walk at heel on command will vary according to the tem- 
perament of the individual being trained. With a dog which 
is by nature gentle and anxious to please, a slight pull on the 
lead accompanied by the command ner may be all that is 
needed or desirable to remind him of the position he is to take ining 
up. Byt with a rougher, more rebellious type a sharp jerk of Slip-lead for puppy tra 
the lead with a sternly uttered command must be applied 
and it may be necessary to repeat this compulsion every time 
he attempts to get in front, Early lessons in walking to heel 
should be given in a quiet place, where there is little traffic 
and few distractions to attract the dogs attention. Always 
walk ata brisk pace. This will make walking at heel more 
easy and comfortable for your dog than a slower movement. 
Once he shows that he understands clearly what the command 
HEEL means, practise it often whenever you are out with him. 
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WALKING TO HEEL AND HALTING ON COMMAND 


% overdo it and make every possible effort to get the 
ee enjoyable diversion during 
ordinary walk. You must, however, insist on sieceeitintes 
obedience every time you use the word of command and end 
esson only when your dog has done something to justify you 
ding him with praise. Always remember that to your 
og @ walk with you 1s, or should be, a joyous experience. It 
robably represents a highlight in his daily routine. On no 
account let training him to walk to heel become so irksome 
as to spoil his pleasure in accompanying you on an outing. At 
the termination of a session Iet him romp and play without 
restraint, to avoid any risk of a feeling of resentment being 
formed in connection with the command HEEL. 
At first it may be necessary to keep the lead short and 
fairly tight when bringing a dog to heel, but as progress is 
made reduce the tautness, only applying pressure when he 
attempts to leave his position, saying HEEL sharply at the 
same time. Your aim is to accustom him to walk at heel on a 
loose lead and training should be given with this in mind. A 
timid or very sensitive dog may at first tend to hang back 
after being brought to heel. If this occurs, do not make the 
mistake of dragging him up to you. Instead, stop and try to 
attract him by words of encouragement, fussing and praising 
him when he comes to you. Try to keep him near you by 
caressing him and speaking to him in a soothing tone, thereby 
imparting a feeling of confidence and banishing any fear or 
apprehension he may associate with the restraint you are 
placing on him. With a dog of this kind progress may at first 
appear to be very slow, but it is most important that he should 
not be hurried or cowed, otherwise, even when he has learnt 
to walk to heel as required, he may always do so unwillingly 
and look miserable when in that position. 
As has already been explained, early lessons in walking to heel 
on a lead should be given in quiet surroundings, where neither 


frequent traffic nor passing pedestrians oT dogs are likely 
to interfere with the pupil's concentration. Later, however, 
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he should be practised in busier places. S} 
be tempted by something to leave the heel Position dog 
pulled back by a jerk of the lead, given the comt he must be 
and spoken to sharply with the object of sees neEL, 
tion away from the distraction and reconcentratino it oy aiten- 
Immediately he responds fondle him and soe, = yu 
verbally and by patting your thigh, to follow you as him, 
before. This training should be continued daily until Pith 
can be relied on to walk in the desired position whe ne Hs 
may be and to ignore diversions of all kinds, It will is Se 
time before this training is perfected, but be patie iets 
persistent until it is. Until your dog is thoroughly ee 
walking to heel while on the lead it is folly to attempt to tr in 
him to react to your command while he is running loos a 
When the time comes to teach the next phase of the ie 1 
it is best to begin with the dog walking to heel on the Te dip 
the way to which he is accustomed. Quietly remove the | ‘d 
and continue to walk forward as before, speaking ie 
eee hold the dog’s attention and keep him from going off 
. ss 4 et forward or hold back attract him by patting 
aa at : fs i HEEL, If he returns to position praise 
“ ‘ ut if he goes off call him by name and giving the 
mmand HERE, Fuss him immediately he comes to you, then 
aig Roe foot and command ueex. If he has been well 
eee fiite pens Hes to heel on the lead there should be 
one ee " in getting him to remain at heel when the 
baclci tie iad ged eine rite eee Ragin 
ur i valki 
heel on a really slack lead. “foing  agponte ie ‘cab 
wai aa this try him again without the lead. i 
er - c is under good command let him run freely for a 
" “ne attract his attention by calling him b ait t 
en t i. and command Hrev, Reward him sail ave 
ayend oc oa. bes ok few minutes. Whenever 
on the lead and get him Gatling is tae Do a 
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yAL 
«2 him when he comes to your call, even though he 


{ail tO anes heel at once. Walking to heel off the lead will 
may oe in time by any dog, providing he is first trained to be 

nae reliable on the lead and that nothing is ever done 
h his association of pleasure with coming to you 
When your dog is walking to heel off the 
d FREE to indicate that he is now 


Jeased from. the command to walk close by your side or 
Ye d you. Always utter this word in a cheerful voice, and it 
papas idea to accompany it with a wave of the hand - a 
ral which your dog will soon learn to recognise and 
SE ina tava your dog heel work it may be useful to make 
him understand the significance of the command HALT. This 
is very easily done. While walking him at heel on the lead 
give the command HALT and stand still, at the same time 
checking the dog’s movement with the lead. Repeat this 
several times, rewarding or praising the dog when he shows 
signs of stopping at the sound HALT without further prompting. 
It will help considerably if you make the halt with military 
precision, stamping the foot on the ground as the comman:! 
HALT is given. Let the cessation of movement be sharp and 
decisive, so that your dog is able to understand at once what 
your command signifies. If you wish, you can later combine the 
Halt with the Sit, with which your dog will already be familiar. 
If the command srr is always given immediately following 
HALT, in time the dog will form the habit of sitting as soon as 
he halts and thereafter the word srT may be dropped. When 
the dog has been trained to halt and sit while on the one 
he may be quickly taught to respond to the same comman 


when loose. ; 
A final word of advice on training in heel work, Regularity 
and consistency are essential if success is to be cage 
is very unreasonable to expect a young dog to learn to w = 
close to its owner, keeping to the same relative position un : 
released, if he is sometimes exercised without any sort © 
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control and at others suddenl 
é f i y brought — 
Until he is really proficient at walkin mate igid disc; 
should have daily practice, and ater 5 eel on the 1 Pline, 
given by the same perso , ction sho ead h 
eariaceriil to ance man will Ba Seay be 
but during the formati en by anyone he kno. Po" 
tutor. ative period he should have el 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 


STA VYING IN ONE POSITION 

a pREVIOUS chapter instructions on how to teach a 
I uppy to sit or lie down on command were given. Practice 
P ise should be continued as he grows up, So that 
i rds of command at all times and 


in all places. has been taught to sit or lie down when 
the owner is standing near, and required to remain in position 
for very short periods. The next s 


tep is to lengthen the time 
during which he will sit or lie still, making him understand 
that he mus 


t stay down until he is told to get up. 
Whether you train him to si 


t or lie down is a matter for 
your own personal choice. In general, however, for ordinary 
purposes it is better 


to let him lie down when you intend to 
keep him stationary for longer than a few minutes, as a dog 
is much more comfortable in that position than if made to sit 
for any considerable time. First get him in the required 
posture by giving the usual word of command. Stay by him 
but immediately he begins to get up before told to do so press 
him down and repeat the command pown. Keep on with 
this until the dog remains down until you tell him he may 
get up. Do not be impatient, 


and remember that it is far 
better to get the dog to stay down for a minute or so before 
being told to get up than to have him constantly rising of his 
own accord through boredom after a much longer period. 

As soon as he remains down quietly praise him, but be sure 
to do this while he is still down. If you reward him in any way 
after he has got up, there is a strong likelihood that he will 
associate the reward with the act of getting up and your 
efforts to teach him to stay down on command will be wasted. 
A dog which has learnt to obey the command SIT or LIE 
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PoWN as a puppy will quickl 
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ae periods without giving much Bout in Position . 
iculty be encountered, the lesson may be le. Shouig 
in ah ee oe ae oe place oem 0” the lead 
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of the lead . Le wel cannot rise without feelin the Jeg 
2 d on his collar. Proceed as bef ng the 
sie et with an admonishing no This meetin 
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will quickl se me with the effort to rise uuld UD ay, 
you ya ae that it is more comfortable t and the do. 
hs Five ag up while under your command : stay still }, 
as you — to have the dog lying close "1 acd down 
But when so y to forestall any move he ae your sid. 
Sica. tex tem se ae has been made, practic - Bet up 
thing near a in ¢. ile you are sitting down doi May |e 
rarwxtle se ie full view of, the dog or any some- 
and es he a the time the dog is required to se es 
you sit or stand s reached the stage of being hehe. down 
and away fro hin, him, get him used to enna t while 
he will oth foe Meta gga fairly close, hemes co ae 
leave him. pted to move by the fear that you weil 
When Fou thi . vi 
doors, ae ia — he is ready, practise the exercise c 
sting # lls son ing from one side of him to the eh ot 
Bet up by holdra? it front of him. Check any inclin ses 
tory NO. When howe e Warning finger and using an aioe 
"e still for a short time go to him ied 
i . » uletly 
him, If you do he will bl him to you before ae : 
Up to you - associate being reward . : Ang 
which is what he wants ¢ ed with running 


up and comes towards you, go to tiles aways AE hie ets 


with a sharp No and take him back to eae reprove him 
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i » ; ercise 
ng the period during which ieee gradually lengthen- 
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-- moving about while he is lying down. Pass 
ae F and forwards in front of him, walk round and step 
packw" on, always watching him closely and being ready to 
a . with a sharp NO or STAY if he rises or attempts 

him through this lesson in a place 
t -by and other sights to divert his 
Hg. Concentrate on making him thoroughly trustworthy 
wn even in the presence of maifing strangers 


», remaining do 
xem” adily obeying your command until 


unfamiliar sounds; ste: 
and ease him from this compulsion. 
ye Next increase the distance you move away from him after 
having commanded him to lie down. At first it is advisable to 
back away facing the dog, keeping him steady with an 
upraised finger and a stern NO if he shows any sign of leaving 
his position. Remember, if he does move towards you, to go to 
d take him back to his original place and again 
command DOWN. If he stays until you have gone some 
distance away, call the dog to you with the word HERE, making 
and attraction. As soon as he 
ly. Always bear in mind that, 
i i tial to arrest any 
inclination to leave the down position before told to do so, it 
is vital to refrain from doing anything to make him associate 
the act of coming to you with discomfort or fear of being 
punished. Be sure, therefore, that when you call him his 
coming is made joyous by praise, fussing or reward. Nothing 
indicates faulty training and lack of understanding between 
trainer and pupil more clearly than the sight of a dog which, 
when recalled after an exercise, comes towards his owner with 
head and tail down and an air of uncertainty as to the recep- 


tion he is going to get. 
Having got your dog really reliable at ‘staying put’ while 
you go some distance away from him, the next, and much 
im to stay lying quietly at 


reprove you. Later put 


more difficult, step is to teach hi 
command even when you go 0U 
this exercise in a Pp 


t of sight. Start training for 
lace where there are trees, tall bushes, 2 
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building or similar cover. Get the dog in the down eo 
and move away as usual, but when at a Suitable distant 
behind a tree or round the side of a building. R , ite 


Main 
sight only for a second or two, then reappear. De 


RG 
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* ip te : 
previous training the dog’s natural Impulse on losing hn 
of you will be to get up and come to find you. If he hae ut 


or moved when you come from hiding, 8° to him, Put hi, 
back in posi@n repeating pown or STAY. Now try again 
keeping watch on your dog even while you are hiddey, fro, 
him and return at once to correct him if he moves, R 
this as often as may be necessary, being very careful at firs, 
not to worry the dog by being out of his sight for long at , 
time. When he remains lying quietly while you are away, , 
to him and praise him lavishly, -— 
At this stage it is advisable to return to t 
him when he has done well, rather than 
before fussing him, so that he understan 
reward is for staying and not for run 


Cpeat 


with a downward 
To perfect a dog in 


come to you before 
n, whether you are 


you call him. He must learn to stay dow 
is position by your word 


in sight or not, until released from his 
of command, 
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STAYING IN ONE POSITION 


train him to assume the down posture when 
o while he is moving. The easiest way to do this is 
ve t ysual command DOWN, move away some distance 
g on call the dog up to you and as he approaches again give 
mand DOWN. If he obeys, go to him and praise him. 
fhe does not act on the command, go to him and put him in 
the down position. Then leave him, call him and as he comes 
t the order DOWN. It may be necessary to repeat this 
he responds while moving, but do not 
overdo this practice, otherwise you may spoil his obedience 
to the ordinary down and stay and make him apprehensive 
of coming to you when called. It is advisable not to try to 
make him go down each time he comes to you after being 
released from a stay, so that the feeling of pleasure which he 
has learnt to associate with your call is not interfered with. 
At first, practise this only now and then and be sure to praise 
the dog exuberantly when he does as commanded, but do not 
ynish him if he fails to do so. Instead go to him quietly, get 
him to lie down, move off from a good distance, call him and 
as he comes again order him down in a loud voice. This 
exercise may call for much patience and perseverance to 
make the dog completely reliable, but once he has learnt it 
thoroughly and will go down at any time, in any place and 
under any conditions, he will be very easy to control in any 
emergency. 
When trying to make a dog lie down on a word of command 
given from a distance, always accompany it with a downward 
sweep of the arm. If you do this your dog will in time respond 
to the visual signal only and thenceforth be under more 
certain control if you are so far away as to be almost out of 
hearing. Once the down and stay has been taught you may 
introduce all sorts of variants to make an outing more interest 
ing and more enjoyable. For example, having commanded 
your dog to lie down you may g§0 away, hide, then call his 
name, to attract his attention, followed by the word HERE or 
come, leaving him to enjoy the excitement of finding you. 
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FETCHING AND CARRYING 


RAINING in fetching a thrown object and bringing it back 
oT ean be started at any time after a puppy has learnt the 
elementary lessons of answering to its name, and is showing 
recognition of and attachment to his owner. Almost all healthy 
uppies have an instinctive desire to chase a small object 
which moves away from them, and this natural inclination 
“instruction in fetching and 
‘ag. The object thrown may be an old glove, a knotted 
rag, a stuffed skin or anything else of a size, shape and texture 
which the puppy c4" pick up and carry without difficulty, or 
that will not be uncomfortable for it to hold in the mouth. 
Start off by playing with the youngster, thereby interesting 
him in the dummy. Let him get used to taking it in his mouth 
while it is still being held by you. Now throw it a short distance. 
The dog will probably run after it and pick it up- If he shows 
no inclination to do so after several tries, tie the object to a 
length of string and drag it after you, at the same time calling 
and encouraging the puppy to follow. Then pick it up and 
play with the puppy again. Repeat this until he joins in the 
game with zest and chases and picks up the object of his own 
accord, As soon as he has become sufficiently interested to run 
after the dummy when it is thrown and picks it up he wi 


have mastered the first step in retrieving. 
When he has picked up the object the puppy’s first act will 
probably be either to run 0 i i 


or box, there to bite and tear it. 
nd making encouragipg gestures 


calling the pupil by name a 
to attract him to you. On no account chase him in an attempt 
to make him surrender the object. Such action on your part 
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ou will find that only a slight jerk on the cord will be 

goon Y to induce the dog to return, and in time he will 

ae spontaneously. How ne it be before the line can 

wholly dispensed with will depend on the intelligence and 

be ent of the dog concerned and with the strength of 

his attachment to you, but go on using the check cord until the 
dog can be relied on to return without fail. 

‘As a dog becomes proficient, throw the object further and 

and start practising in conditions in which the object 
may fall where it is not easily seen — behind a bush, in long 
, etc. If the dummy used is kept specifically for that 
purpose, as it should be, the dog will probably follow the 
ection of the throw by sight and on nearing the spot where 
it has fallen will actually locate it by catching its scent. After 
a time throw the object in cover where it is more completely 
hidden and, if the dog is baffled, encourage him to nose about 
in search of it by using such words as FIND or HI Lost! From 
this you may pass on to teaching him to search out an object 
dropped by you in cover without being thrown. A dog which 
has been properly trained to fetch or retrieve an object which 
he has seen thrown, though it is hidden from sight after it 
falls, will soon learn to seek out something bearing a familiar 
scent, like his owner’s glove, purse or handkerchief, which has 
been left in cover while his attention is engaged elsewhere. 

A dog which has learnt to fetch and bring may be taught 
to deliver the object in a sitting position. This may be done 
by uttering the command sir as he comes up and before 
taking the object from him. If he has already been trained to 
sit on command, no difficulty should be experienced. Be sure 
to make a special fuss of him when he remains sitting while 
you take the dummy and never accept an object which he has 
brought without first making him sit. Never make the mistake 
of extending the hand for the object as the dog approaches. 
Keep the hands at the sides until he is close up and has 
obeyed the command to sit. If the dog jumps against you in 
his eagerness to deliver the object, press him back on the ground 
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a dog whic » Naving bounded 
Sleefully aft € and brought it back, drops it either 
at your feet or he reaches you. In such circumstances 
Pick up the object and ct the dog to take it in his mouth 
by putting it in and Saying HOLD, If necessary, at first 
keep your hand round his muzzle to prevent the object being 
Pped again at Once. When he is h ing it Securely, take it 
™ him with the Word crvg, Repeat this whenever he drops 
the article befy ou can take it, “warding him when he 
mess to hand but n before 
« 8 to a et, news Yr or other 
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BE EY t His ae, , the first Step is to make the dog realise 
the Significance of th Hold. If he has been trained to 
fetch and bri wn or hidden object, ining will be 
Simple. AU that ed is to make him understand that 
the object must tained in th fy uth until he is told to 
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- ground. ntinue practising in this way, steadily 
on te the distance and gradually making the task of 
nding you more difficult. Reward the dog each time he 
«s up to YOu and when he is working satisfactorily on the 
So srrange with your assistant to let him loose after you 
ee een away 2 certain length of time. 
have the next phase of training by making your dog sit, 
ject to be found and Jet him smell it. Give 
nd walk somewhere out of sight and 
le on the ground. Let the dog see the direction 
you take as you gO aways scrape your feet or well trample 
oa from which you start, and walk 
slowly with dragging steps. This will ensure that you leave 
a good scent. Having disposed of the article, return to the 
treading as nearly as possible along the same line as 
versed when going away. Stroke the dog and let him 
smell your hands to get your scent. Put on the lead and, 
inting to the ground, say SEEK. His first impulse will prob- 
ably be to pull strongly in the direction which he saw you 
take, in the knowledge, gained from past experience, that the 
article to be found will be close to where he lost sight of you. 


But restrain him, and by pointing repeatedly to your starting 


int, on which you scraped your feet to intensify the scent, 
bid him skEK. He will soon find your scent and move forwards, 
As he does so try to get him to follow the path taken by you, 
encouraging him to keep his nose down by repeating SEEK, 
SEEK. Seva tifts his head and seems to want to run forwards, 
direct to where he thinks the object has been hidden, stop, 
dirs point to the ground and ty to get him back on ‘i 
trail. When he eventually finds the object praise him heartily. 
dog shows clearly that he 
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you start and as the distance covered b . 
scrape your feet where the trail ends, so Aer INCrease, 
to be guided to the article he is seeking at the a 1S Certain 
Always remember exactly where you hid the obj OF his tas 
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to pick up the found object, carry it ee pieeracs si 
started from, sit and hold it until you take it from hi ie is 
el ae him with a tit-bit when you relieve him é pene 
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aa > Bat 4 im while loose. At first it is better to foll tn 
Fete eal : ' " that you may correct or help him aval 
rl hoi j : , but later put him on the track of somethin 
: hg en unknown to him and leave him to his st 
ihe cites nee at the starting point so that he may bri : 
ies i “a sha you. Once he has been trained in this nas 
ee a — m practice hy quietly dropping an article 
bas ese nce ent ~ a glove, purse or anything else which 
a suitable jal "hee Di gaan : ae seh ai 
: ; , Sending hi 
9 ae hse letting him smell your ioe pa Ba 
me & : oe which you have passed. If training has aa 
reser ae og should bring back the dropped object at 
erga rg it to you at the Sit. Though the primary 
ae sin training 1s to increase control and under- 
rh jicberssr le an owner and his dog, it may on occasions 
see eu ca ot Thus, if in the course of a walk or ramble 
arth sae = entally drop or leave behind a piece of 
ae ge eo bal : is very useful to be able to send your dog 
ou, : rack to find and retrieve the missing article Z 
sh e realised that the older a trail the less scent it 
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4) hold and the more difficult it will 

eae kinds of ground hold scent rs oo to follow. 
Atmospheric conditions may be favourable or hon 
For example, grass and woodland are better for scent ie le. 
dry sand or a pavement, and a dog which fails to mak an is 
trail in dry conditions at midday may follow it quite s se 
the early morning or evening when the earth is slightly ses 
Then, some dogs have a much keener sense of smell “ : 
others and, since success in tracking depends to a very la 
extent on an animal’s natural faculty, it is useless to io 
make a dog which has a poor nose learn to follow a trail well 
or with enthusiasm. It is senseless to punish a dog for failin 
in this kind of work. It is like punishing a deaf child for failing 
to hear what is said to him. If, therefore, your dog shows no 
aptitude for tracking, don’t persist in efforts to make him. A 
great deal of enjoyment and interest may be obtained from 
the possession of a clever and well-trained tracker, but the first 
prerequisite for success is a dog which really enjoys tracking. 
When your dog can be relied on to find and bring back an 
object that has been surreptitiously hidden, his scenting ability 
may be tested by teaching him to pick out an article bearing 
your scent from a number of others which you have not 
touched. Have the dog in a sitting position, command him to 
stay and go off with the article in your hand. When out of 
sight place it on the ground near to several other objects 
which you have not handled. These may be carried on a tray 
of some kind or held in a pair of tongs, or placed by an assistant 
in the spot selected beforehand. Return to your dog and tell 
him to sEEK in the usual! way. If he picks up the object bearing 
your scent praise him. But if he attempts to go to one of the 
others say No sharply and direct his attention to the right one. 
Immediately he picks it up praise him well. Repeat this 
several times and soon you will find that your dog will pick 
out the right article every time without faltering. At first the 
articles used should be varied in shape, size and texture and be 
placed in a comparatively small area. Later se>*ter them more 
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first from the handkerchief and then from the ground on 
uP ch you have scraped your feet. He should, therefore, go 
jorwards with his nose down and try to work out the line you 
pave taken, 

in by limiting the trail to a distance of about fifty yards. 
Gradually extend this and increase the interval between laying 
the trail and putting the dog on. In the early stages vile the 
track over unfrequented ground, so that your scent will not 
pe crossed by that of strangers, but when the dog has had 
some practice he may be asked to follow a trail over country 
where it is likely to be crossed and re-crossed several times by 


other walkers and animals. 
The purpose of teaching a dog to track its owner is to 


accustom him to picking up a scent from an object held to his 
nose. When he understands that he is to follow any track 
carrying the same scent as that borne by an object presented 
to him to sniff while being told to SEEK, he will soon learn to 
track a stranger as readily as he will follow the trail of his 


owner. Though it is, perhaps, 
owner of a pet or companion 
training in advanced tracking, 
may be satisfactorily inculcated in th 
further and more detailed instruction an ex 
qualified expert should be consulted. 


dog will wish to undertake 
the elements of such training 
e manner indicated. For 
perienced and 


61 


CHAPTER TEN 


CHASING TRAFFIC 4ayp FAR 
) fi M 


STOCK 


TENDENCY to bark at 
or run after bi 
poultry, sheep, cattle or other farm eee 
c 


checked immediately ; 
ely it shows i 
a dog becomes a liability to a. ape 


» OF to 

a “> Must 

oe € this habit js for - 
er, whom it may ; nei 


Bicycle chasing or barking at 


Puppy is ta 
on hey eSht traffic sense from 


ers 
tand that there is nothing 


I 
i 
i 
: 


OS 


Seow ere eet 
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that bY permitting a puppy to behave in this way without 
ting bim sharply and at once, they are encouraging th 
correct it which will probabl a a 
development of a habit which will probably cause a great deal 
or rouble ater on» Wheat & slog ot any’ Ago Puls Seward a 
aging cyclist or car check him at once by jerking the lead 
sharply, saying NO firmly and reprovingly. Jerk the offender 
pack every time he misbehaves. Watch him carefully and 
whenever he allows a vehicle to go by without attempting to 
bark or pull towards it praise him. Take him along roads 
where there is much traffic, or where cyclists are likely to be 
seen, and miss no opportunity to correct any tendency to run 
at or after them. A dog which is inured to walking along a busy 
thoroughfare will soon learn to ignore traffic of all kinds and 
will never thereafter give any trouble when running loose. 
A dog which chases poultry may be dealt with in much the 
same way. Keep him on a lead and take him as often as 
possible to places where he is ‘likely to see poultry at close 
quarters. Immediately he shows any sign of wanting to run at 
them jerk him back sharply, saying No loudly and clearly. 
Repeat this regularly until the dog makes no further attempts 
to get at any of the birds among which he is taken, Later, if it 
can be arranged, it is a good idea to tie him,up in a poultry 
enclosure. Stay near by ready to say NO and go to him and 
smack him should he try to go for a hen. Then leave him 
again, If he remains quiet as the birds move about him praise 
him and reward him with a tit-bit, When he seems trust- 
worthy on the lead let him run loose where poultry are to be 
seen, Correct him immediately he misbehaves, if necessary 
putting him on the lead again while you keep him 
among the birds, 
_A ess which has been 
is, of course, very much easier to 
attempt to go ses a cyclist or farm animal may be checked 
at once by calling him to heel. It is, however, necessary to 
make the dog understand that in giving chase he is committing 
an offence. This is best accomplished by having the dog on the 


63 


et eee. 
i ae ere 


TRAINING YOUR DOG 


lead even if he is walkin: 

ad ever g to heel, so tha 

his ti i a tan at 

fae ria a may be immediately seer to leay, 
and an admonishing no est ed bya sha 

to heel when he shows si . € Is mere] alten 

trained, come as commanded, but this m 


gns of chasing he may, j leq 
obedience to a familiar word ay onl indicat, 
with any prohibition of ofcommand an ¥ indicate 


‘ dno 
| chasing as 
continue to have the desire to ‘i + alin ae therefore 
re, 


. . as i 
your attention is distracted from rt in your absence or wh.’ 
en 


a compani 

1 tely safe we Panion dog shoul 

is done the better y sale with sheep, and the ek 
m 


ter. The fi 
ead, jerking the fe see ay be given on 
inclination to setlgy ns eee he 
3 ntly across P ntinue this routi 
ee so that he gets used to — in which sheep =" ' 
»ptation they offer when hoe them and innured ne 
lead every lunge in their di “y Tun away as you 
id and the Teproof no ofthe 
quietly through a flock =o 
interest in them or tring 
en he 


era well-nigh irresistible 


64 


cvenpagie pemne Seiimegie 


CHASING TRAFFIC AND FARM STOCK 


Pee ee rere 
dy explain > 0g’s intentions has 
ee to the harm the sheep may suffer through being 
= “ him. Furthermore, a dog which begins to chase sheep 
rthout any desire to catch or injure them, may succumb to 
an upsurge of the primitive hunting instinct in the excitement 
of the chase and be guilty of savaging any sheep he is able to 
come up with. Instead, therefore, of letting your dog run 
joose among sheep after he appears to be safe while on the 
Jead, it is wiser to replace the comparatively short lead 
ordinarily used by a long check cord, not heavy enough to 
impede his freedom of movement but strong enough to control 
his most furious rushes, and from ten to twenty yards in length. 
Fasten this to the collar, hold the end tightly in the hand 
and let the slack lie on the ground. If more convenient the 
line may be wound on a reel from which it will run out 
smoothly when pulled. The main point is that the dog should 
be able to run ahead without being conscious of a feeling 
of restraint. If, on seeing a sheep, he makes a dash towards it 
give him a chance to get into his stride then give him a sharp 
and sudden jerk by means of the check cord, calling No at the 
same time. Then command HERE. If he comes praise him, 
but if he does not draw him in by the cord. As soon as he 
reaches you praise him. In this way you will be correcting 
him for chasing but rewarding him for obeying your command 
to come to you. If you punish him when he comes to you 
there is a strong probability that he will associate your dis- 
pleasure not with chasing but with returning to your call, and 
that is something which must be avoided at all times. 
Continue to use the check cord until you are perfectly sure 
that your dog is really dependable when brought into contact 
with sheep. Do not be in too great a hurry to discard it, and 
do not always check the dog at the same distance. If you do 
he may come to regard the cord as a lead and learn nothing 
new from its use. With a dog which is difficult to break of 
chasing it is advisable to let him get some considerable way 
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CHAPTER ELEVEN 


TRAINING TO WATER 
AND GUARDING 


ver or the sea you may wish to train 


[our dog to swim and enjoy the water. Whether or not he 
is easy to train in this respect will depend on bis breed and 
disposition. Some dogs enter the water happily and boldly 
even as puppies, but others are very nervous at first and unless 
dealt with understandingly may be terrified by their owners’ 
eflorts to make them swim. As arule, adog that shows a strong 
aversion to going into water when encouraged to do so has 

by being dropped or thrown in 


been frightened at some time | 
against its will, ‘The old idea that any dog can be made to 


swim and enjoy water pushed or taken in 
|-founded as the 


supposition that a young . will instinc- 
tively spread its wings and fly if thrown into the air. Many a 
dog that is water shy has been ma nsele 

treatment. The first essential is to familiarise the pupil with 
being in the vicinity of water and to make him 


coming in contact with it has no unpleasant results. 


’ training is on & warm day, 
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it and in so doing get his feet wet. Repeat this several tj 
being careful not to make the object fall in a greater rake, 
of water than can be reached by a little shallow fare m4 
Practise for a few days, and when your dog shows no a “i 
in paddling to fetch the article, gradually increase the tran 
from the bank or shore. But do not throw so far out ps 
dog cannot get to it while touching the bottom with hi oe 
This is important, as the dog's confidence must be bu ps 
before trying to get him to go fearlessly out of his depth rs mi 
he has become used to being in the water he will not hesi ws 
to go for the object when it is thrown a bit further out ths : 
poe in his excitement making a few floundering ici, 
; os turning to come back when he finds he is out of his 

The time taken to reach this stage of traini i 
with individual dogs, but never s to a eo 
dog itself decide when he 1s ready to venture inte der a 
water, so that there is no risk of his learning to associate being 
in the water with fear. Do not let your dog suffer from alt 
after swimming. Give him a brisk run and rub him down . I] 
ag s00n AS he gets home or, if convenient, take a towel sits 
you to dry him when his game in the water is finished. Do 
not try to make him go into rough water or through b "7 
sa he : 8 to swimming. ai 

nee he been accustomed to 
< a be in to swim by sa ahr ding ihe bask 
ore where ere are other dogs running i 
a and swimming freely In A ess tatioenert: hell 
probably join them and start swimming without furth 
Eee i Further practice may be given by reel 
oe — = | _ you go to the opposite bank and then 
pone y go into the water yorrself and when a 
‘w yards out try to persuade the dog to 
his attempts to swim will be rile ma alin 
_ tire quickly. Until he sa reclelent ri eane st 2 
A and en} 
ng the water, therefore, lessons should be of ae 
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duration. Provide the dog with frequent opportunities of 
Jaying on the bank or shore between aie the water 
and do everything possible to make him look forward with 
cager anticipation to the periods of aquatic training. 


Many people who acquire a puppy soon begin to wonder 
what steps should be taken to make him a good guard. Often 
they are disappointed because for a time he shows no signs 
of assuming an attitude of protection towards his owner or the 
house which constitutes his home. The belief that the instinct 
to guard a certain person or his property can be brought into 
being by training is a mistake. Before a dog develops a feeling 
of responsibility to protect anyone or anything he must first 
become attached to them — recognising the one as his beloved 
and trusted owner and the other as his personal property. At 
what age this feeling will develop varies greatly. As a rule, 
however, a dog cannot reasonably be expected to feel the 
protective instinct at all strongly until well out of puppyhood. 
In some cases it may be two years before a dog shows evidence 
of becoming a good guard. 

Different people have very different ideas as to what is 
needed in a dog which they would regard as a dependable 
guard, So far as the ordinary companion dog is concerned, a 
savage animal which will growl suspiciously at every stranger 
who calls at the house, or attack an intruder on sight, is very 
far from being what is wanted. On the contrary, an animal 
of this kind is almost sure to be not merely a nuisance but a 
menace both to its owner and to everyone else who comes in 
contact with him. Except in special cases, a house dog is 
required to give warning of the approach or the presence of 
strangers by barking and to indicate his intention of protecting 
his owner and his property by assuming a threatening attitude 


in this way when occasion demands. The fact that a dog is 
generally inclined to be friendly with visitors or callers does 
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not necessarily imply that he will be of little use as a guard, 
If you wish to ensure that your dog becomes a good fuarc 
and decide to help towards that end by training, the firs, 
thing is to make up your mind just how you want him to 
behave in the presence of strangers. For example, if you expect 
him to give warning by barking, do not correct him by 
shouting Quiet whenever he barks at a strange noise or a 
knock at the door during the day when you are expecting a 
caller. By so doing you may be teaching him to refrain from 
barking at similar noises at any time, whether you are there 
or not. A better plan is to say ‘ALL right, old boy’, pat him 
and let him go to the door with you, Before opening the door 
get him to sit beside or slightly in front of you. See that he 
remains sitting in this position while you speak with the caller, 
Do not allow him to be fondled while in this position, If the 
visitor is admitted into the house let him greet the dog with 
friendly overtures and encourage the dog to accept them. In 
this way your dog will always be in a position to protect you 
from a strange caller with evil intentions, towards whom an 
attitude of suspicion may be maintained, but will soon under- 
stand that a person brought into the house by you is to be 
treated as a friend. A dog which is too boisterous and apt to 
at out of control when a caller knocks, should be taken to the 
oor on a lead and made to sit before the door is opened. If he 
tries to get to the caller or barks for no reason give a sharp 
jerk with the lead and say Quint. Always have him between 
you and the caller, keep him sitting and, if the visitor is asked 
in, ask him to speak to or stroke the dog, to establish friendly 
relations, without exciting him unduly. 
A dog which is unreasonably suspicious or unfriendly 
towards all strangers, may be made more sociable by being 
taken about among people and introduced and spoken to by 
those he does not know. Suspicion or standoflishness is often 
a symptom of a nervous temperament, which may be over- 
come by making the animal realise that all unknown persons 
are not to be regarded as enemies, On the other hand, a 
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young dog may be too eager to accept everyone as a friend 
and remain quite indifferent to the approach of a stranger 0 
a knock on the door. The dog will probably grow out of this 
too-complaisant attitude, but meanwhile the urge to bark 
may be encouraged by his owner saying in an excited tone 
‘What's that?’ when a knock is heard. Take him to the door 
with you and be sure to praise him when he barks either in 
response to your words ‘What's that?’ when first uttered or 
when they are repeated before you open the door, 

As already mentioned, the great majority of dogs will give 
warning of danger or endeavour to protect their owners in an 
emergency without special training, provided they have 
formed a real attachment to them. It is a great and dangerous 
mistake for the ordinary owner to try to train his dog to 
attack another person on command. The only result such 
inexpert training is likely to have is to make the dog vicious 
and unreliable. Such a dog is almost invariably very difficult 
to handle or control except by a qualificd trainer of long 
experience, and is quite unsuitable for life as a family com- 
panion. However good a guard may be he should always be 
under complete control. He should never get out of hand, 
come immediately he is called, under all circumstances, and 
obey all commands without hesitation, even in conditions of 
great excitement. Remember that all training in guard duties, 
even the simplest, must be regulated according to the tem- 
perament and the size or the strength of the animal being 
trained, There is no reason whatever why a thoroughly 
reliable guard dog should not also be a happy, pleasant and 
friendly companion 
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CHAPTER TWELVE 


SOME FINAL REMINDERS 
AND HINTS 


HEN TRAINING your dog never lose your temper. If he 
W persistently misbehaves or fails to do as he is told, try to 
find out why. It is probably because your training is at fault, 
or he may not understand what you want him to do. It is safe 
to assume that he is not being wilfully disobedient. 

Kindness and common sense are essential qualities in anyone 
who wishes to succeed as a trainer. There must also be affection 
for, and sympathy with, the animal to be trained, as well as 
almost inexhaustable patience. 

To teach your dog anything satisfactorily you must start 
with a clear idea of what you want him to learn. Don’t teach 
a puppy a mode of behaviour which you may later consider 
undesirable. Remember that a trick which may be amusing 
in a small puppy may be very unfunny in a full grown dog. 

As training proceeds you may find that your dog likes to 
perform certain exercises but obviously dislikes doing others. 
To keep him good tempered and amenable spend only short 
periods practising the latter but much longer on the others. 
Be very generous in praising or rewarding him when he carries 
out, or tries to carry out, a command which he finds dis- 
agreeable. If you are careful not to irritate him or rouse his 
resentment by too frequent repetition, he will probably lose 
his initial prejudice in time and eventually go through the 
exercises happily and enthusiastically. 

Always watch your dog’s reactions to each lesson. Make a 
point of bringing a session to a close as soon as he has made 
some effort to act in the way you desire, immediately he shows 
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signs of being bored or fatigued, or looks worried and unhappy. 

All trairdng methods are based ultimately om the jucicovss 
tunity of rewarding your dog when he does, of tics te du, af 
commanded, or of correcting him when he fails to do so. When 
you have occasion to correct or pumish do it at once, so that 
your dog associates your displeasure or the discomfort you 
cause him with the act for which you are correcting ham. 
Make all correction sharp and dear and when you have 
inflicted a correction resume friendly relations at once. Don’t 
grumble or nag at a dog, and never reprove him for some- 
thing he did some time ago and which he has forgonen; as he 
the offence you condemn. 

Remember that the tone of voice im which you speak 
your dog will probably convey more to him than the actual 
words you use. A scared or timid dog may be soothed and 
quietened by being talked to gently and with comidence. 

If your dog runs away in a panic, never chase or shout at 
him. That will only increase his fear. Call him by name and 
do everything possible by encouraging wonis and actions to 
persuade him to approach you, and be sure to reward kum 


interesting 
and enjoyable. This will ensure that your dog not only obcys 
your commands that he does so unbesitatinsly and 
willingly. 


in all kinds of surroundings 
=; and out of doors. This is the best way to ensure that he 
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grows up bold and fearless, with a feeling of friendliness fy, 
all with whom he is brought in contact. There is no reason 
why a dog should be bad tempered, unreliable, nervous o¢ 
suspicious if he is taught from puppyhood to regard humans, 
whether adults or children, as friends, 

With few exceptions a dog is never untrainable at any age: 
in the sense that he may be broken of bad habits and made 
safe, obedient and subject to proper control wherever he may 
be. With skill and patience any dog can be made responsive 
to training. But it is much easier and quicker to train a puppy 
than an older dog. A puppy matures much more quickly thar: 
a child and at six or nine months may be quite ready to be 
put into serious training. Remember, however, that training 
methods must be flexible and correction must always be varied 
to suit the age, size and disposition of the individual dog being 
dealt with. 

Throughout training make it your constant endeavour to 
establish a bond of confidence and faith between yourself and 
your dog. Never break faith with him nor abuse his trust. 

When playing with a puppy never let the game involve 
teasing or inciting him to struggle to keep what he is holding 
or to wrest something from you. If he seems to be getting too 
boisterous or excited stop the game before you lose control. 
Rough play in puppyhood is almost sure to lead to trouble as 
the dog grows up. 

If you have a full grown dog which has become aggressive 
towards people or other dogs, or has other bad habits which 
you feel it is beyond you to correct, take him to a training 
class to be dealt with by an experienced trainer. Wherever 
you live there is almost sure to be a training class held within 
easy reach. If in doubt write to the Secretary of the Kennel 
Club, 1-4 Clarges Street, Piccadilly, London, W.1, enclosing 
a stamped addressed envelope, asking for the address of the 
training centre nearest your home, 
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CARING FOR YOUR CAT 
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FIRST AID FOR YOUR DOG 
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HAMSTERS 
IRISH TERRIERS 
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MICE AND RATS AS PETS 
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THE OLD ENGLISH 
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ASK FOR THEM AT YOUR LOCAL BOOKSHOP OR PET STORE 


OR WRITE TO; W. & G. FOYLE LTD. 
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